
 Last Monday I was at Good Samaritan getting ready to open the doors when I received an 

urgent message to priests and deacons from Fr. Johnston, our diocesan administrator.  There would be 

“an important announcement concerning the life of the diocese” on Tuesday, the message said.  It 

could only mean one thing:  Pope Francis had named a new Bishop of Nashville.   

 It wasn’t more than a few minutes before my phone began pinging with messages from 

people I work with in Nashville asking whether I had heard anything about who the new bishop 

might be.  (I hadn’t.  Strangely enough, neither Pope Francis nor the Apostolic Nuncio had checked 

with me about this.)  Throughout the day, if my messages are any indication, there was a palpable 

sense of anticipation — and maybe a little anxiety.  Who would it be?  What would he be like?  

Would we like him?  What would the future hold? 

 That sense of anticipation leavened with just a pinch or two of anxiety struck me as the 

perfect frame of mind with which to approach today’s Solemnity, the Solemnity of Christ the King.   

 The Solemnity of Christ the King anticipates not the coming of a bishop (after all, bishops 

come and go), but the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ who does not and never will leave us. 

 Today’s Solemnity closes the current liturgical year and marks the advent of another, just as 

the coming of Our Lord will close the current era and inaugurate the everlasting era of His reign in 

glory. 

 And the Messianic reign that the Solemnity of Christ the King proclaims is one to which we 

look forward, and one, truth be told, that may sometimes make us a bit nervous.  Christ will come in 

judgment, as we proclaim in the Creed we profess every Sunday.  Uh oh.  Will I pass muster?  (And if 

we don’t wonder from time to time whether or not we’ll pass muster, that’s a different and more 

serious matter.) 
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 In anticipating Christ’s coming again, we sometimes feel we’re in the same position as the 

young Confederate soldier who was court-martialed for stealing another soldier’s cap.  As he 

sometimes did, Robert E. Lee decided to preside over the court-martial himself.  The poor soldier, just 

a boy really, was brought before the iconic General Lee, shaking with fear.  Lee couldn’t help but 

notice how terrified the boy was, and tried to reassure him.  “Don’t be afraid, son.  You’ll get justice 

here.”  “I know it, General,” the soldier replied.  “That’s what I’m afraid of.” 

 In the end, the soldier made out just fine — Lee told him to give the cap back to its rightful 

owner and let him go.  He really didn’t have anything to fear, and neither do we — if we put a little 

work into it. 

 The Gospel Readings these past few weeks tell us why. 

 Two weeks ago, we heard the parable of the wise and foolish virgins.  You’ll remember that 

the wise virgins took care to make sure they were well-supplied with oil for their lamps when they 

went out to meet the bridegroom, whereas the foolish virgins did not.  It was a good thing they did.  

The wise virgins were prepared when the bridegroom was delayed.  Their lamps were still burning.  

And the foolish virgins?  Well, things didn’t go so well.1 

 Last week we heard the parable of the talents.  A master departed on a journey and before 

leaving, gave one of his servants ten talents.  (The word “talent” denotes a very large sum of money, 

approximately what an average worker in Jesus’ day might expect to earn over sixteen years.2)  The 

second servant was given two talents, and the third, only one.  When we hear this today, we’re struck 

by the fact that the servants were given different amounts.  But while that’s true, that’s not really 

                                                 
1 Mt 25:1-13 (NAB). 
2 Mark Allan Powell, ed., The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) (New York: 

HarperCollins, 2011). 
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what differentiates the servants.  What differentiates them is what they did with what they’ve been 

given.  The first two servants doubled the amounts the master had given them, while the third buried 

his one talent and simply returned it to the master upon his return — something for which he was 

roundly condemned and punished.3 

 And today, we hear the parable of the sheep and the goats, a parable of the Last Judgment, in 

other words. 

 All of these Gospel Readings are from the 25th Chapter of the Gospel of Matthew in which 

Jesus discusses what we can expect when He returns.  And all of these Readings revolve around the 

themes of expectation, preparation, and participation. 

 Expectation, preparation, and participation:  that’s how to prepare for My coming again, Jesus 

says. 

 The wise virgins and the servants with five and two talents respectively were expectant.  

They not only believed that the bridegroom or master would come (or come back, depending on the 

parable); they eagerly anticipated the moment when he would.  To them, his coming wasn’t simply a 

future reality; it was a present one, present in their lively sense of hope and in the anticipation 

through which they continued to feel his presence.   

 This, hopefully, strikes a familiar chord because that’s exactly what the Mass is:  a moment 

when Christ’s coming isn’t simply a future, but a present reality.  He’s present here, now.  This is why 

the Church teaches that Christ is present in the Eucharist, in the other sacraments, in His Word, and 

in each other. 

                                                 
3 Mt 25:14-30 (NAB). 
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 Christ comes all the time, in fact.  But He’ll also come at the end of time to bring the kingdom 

of God, already present (though incompletely), to its full fruition.  Here, once again, we can learn 

from the wise virgins and the five-talent and two-talent servants.  They not only lived in expectation 

of the master’s coming; they prepared for his coming.  They did something — made sure to take along 

some lamp oil; invested the sums they’d been given — so they wouldn’t be caught flat-footed when 

the master appeared.  That’s exactly what distinguishes them from the foolish virgins and the one-

talent servant.  The foolish virgins and the one-talent fellow no doubt believed that the master would 

be back, but they didn’t do anything to prepare for it. 

 And believing that he’ll be back just isn’t enough, as today’s Gospel illustrates once again.  In 

discussing the last judgment (both the one that each of us faces when we depart this life and the one 

that will greet “the nations” at the end of the age), Jesus relates the parable of the sheep and the goats.  

On the last day, Jesus says, “he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled 

before him.  And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats …”4, and to the sheep He will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”5  And the goats?  Well, things won’t 

turn out quite so well for the goats. 

 Notice that Jesus doesn’t make the sheep, sheep, or the goats, goats.  He simply recognizes 

what they’ve made of themselves.  What they’ve made of themselves in turn depends on whether 

they’ve lived in expectation of this day, and whether they’ve prepared for it. 

                                                 
4 Mt 25:31-32 (NAB). 
5 Mt 25:34 (NAB). 
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 And today’s Gospel teaches that preparation involves participation.  Our preparation, in other 

words, isn’t to be a passive matter.  We’re to prepare for Christ’s future coming by actively 

participating in His present coming.  We’re to participate in building His kingdom here and now, and 

Jesus tells us exactly what this participation involves.  When we had the chance, did we feed the 

hungry?  Did we give drink to the thirsty?  Did we welcome the stranger?  Did we clothe the naked?  

Did we care for the ill?  Did we visit the imprisoned?  These are the questions on the final exam, and 

they aren’t essay questions.  We either did these things or we didn’t.  Today’s Gospel lets us know 

that Jesus won’t be asking how much of the catechism we’ve learned, or how many of the rules we’ve 

enforced.  He won’t be asking us what we believe, and He gives utterly no indication that He’ll be 

interested in what we think about this or that.  “Did you do these things or not?”, Jesus says He’s 

going to ask instead. 

 That’s Jesus’ “important announcement concerning the life of faith” that He sends us today. 

 He tells us what to expect. 

 He tells us how to prepare. 

 He tells us that preparation involves participation. 

 We’ll find out in time what the future will hold under the guidance of Bishop-elect Spalding.  

But we already know what the future holds with Our Lord.  He’s already told us, and for that we can 

rejoice and be glad. 

 Come Lord Jesus, come.      

     

  

 


